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HEALTH AND SAFETY INTO THE GREENHOUSES 
 
V. Gatou, K. Mitsopoulou, A. Chatzaki and T.C. Constantinidis 
 
Postgraduate Programme Health and Safety in Workplaces, Medical School, Democritus University 
of Thrace, Laboratory of Hygiene and Environmental Protection, Medical School, Democritus 
University of Thrace, Alexandroupolis, Greece. 
 
 
Abstract: The working conditions in a greenhouse are characterized as adverse for 
its workers since the main concern in these places is the protection and 
development of the plants. Consequently, in the greenhouses there are a lot 
natural, chemical and biological hazards, which, if there are no protective 
measures, may have hazardous consequences to the dermal health of the workers 
and threat their health and safety. The aim of the study was tThe purpose of the 
present study was to assess the effect of the natural, chemical and biological 
factors which prevail in the working environment of a greenhouse and to what 
extend these factors threaten the dermal health of the workers. From the present 
study we found that in the working environment of greenhouses there is humidity, 
dust an exposure to radiation and hazardous gases. Working in such environments 
the presence of skin cancer, skin disorders, allergies, mycoses, and burns is 
facilitated. It was also found that the level of health and safety in greenhouses, as 
well as the radiation, statistically correlate with the transepidermal water loss and 
melanin and the working conditions with the skin temperature. Furthermore, it was 
found that the sex was statistically correlated both with the skin moisture and the 
transepidermal water loss unlike the years of total work. In conclusion, working in 
greenhouses has harmful consequences on the skin health of the workers. 
Therefore effective measures should be taken so that the health and safety of the 
employees is not threatened.  
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HEALTH AND SAFETY OF WORKERS  
IN THE AREA OF ROTOGRAVURE 
 
V. Piperidis, V. Drakopoulos and T.C.Constantinidis 
 
Postgraduate Programme Health and Safety in Workplaces, Medical School, Democritus University 
of Thrace, Laboratory of Hygiene and Environmental Protection, Medical School, Democritus 
University of Thrace, Alexandroupolis, Greece. 
 
Abstract: Workers in the area of rotogravure is a special profession, which requires 
special investigation as to the health and safety conditions. The purpose of this 
study was the estimation of the workplace impact in health and safety of 
rotogravure workers.  Bibliographic research and visits to rotogravure plants has 
been a keystone in finding information on the subject. The sample consisted of 
101 employees from two rotogravure plants existing in Greece. These employees 
completed a special anonymous questionnaire which is consisted of closed 
questions. The processing and analysis of data was performed with the programs 
SPSS and Microsoft Excel. According to the results, the employees are facing 
problems with noise (13,9% frequently), aeration-ventilation (3,0% frequently), 
filings (12,9% frequently,  2,0% consecutively), chemicals (7,9% frequently, 5,0% 

5,0% consecutively) and materials such as inks, chemicals, solvents (5,9% 
frequently, 17,8% consecutively). Only 17,8% of workers have been vaccinated for 
tetanus. Employees are using computer consecutively at a rate of 73,3%. Safety 
hazards resulted from falling materials (5,0% consecutively), falls (2,0% 
frequently), flammable materials (3,0% consecutively) and dangerous tools (4,0% 
frequently). Concerning ergonomic hazards, 54,5% of employees consider that the 
rhythm of work is often intense and 67,3% that has often a high degree of 
responsibility. Symptoms are often referred to headaches (7,9%), stress at work 
(2,0%), insomnia (4,0%), fatigue (3,0%) and allergy to chemicals-detergents 
(8,3%), solvents and inks (2,1%). In conclusion, despite the efforts made, health 
and safety issues in gravure printing industry have not been confronted. Carrying 
out measurements in the future is proposed in order to ascertain if and whether the 
subjective assessment of workers coincides with the objective assessment. 
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STUDY OF NEARLY ACCIDENTS 
IN AIRCRAFT REPAIR INDUSTRY 

 
A. Simitzis  
 
Programm of Postgraduate Studies Health and Safety in Workplace. Organized by 
Medical School of Democritus University of Thrace (in cooperation with Departments of 
Public Health and Nursing A, Athens Technological Educational Institute). 
 
 
Abstract: Labor accident is of major importance to efficiency either to enterprises 
or to worker itself. If though it is assumed that near accident is in fact the 
forerunner of labor accident on one hand and on the other is in fact the ring bell for 
precaution of a labor accident, then anyone is easy to comprehend its importance 
as well as its severity. Therefore investigating this kind of accident which may not 
on one hand cause damages, neither to worker, nor to employer and on the other 
hand not causing a special cost to the enterprises, it is important though to 

protective and hygiene means and finally the prompt mean in order to establish 
new safety rules within an enterprise. 
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CHEMICAL RISK FACTORS  
IN NAIL TECHNICIANS 
 
D. Hadolias, M. Agathokleous and T.C. Constantinidis 
 
 
Postgraduate Programme Health and Safety in Workplaces, Medical School, Democritus 
University of Thrace, Laboratory of Hygiene and Environmental Protection, Medical 
School, Democritus University of Thrace, Alexandroupolis, Greece. 
 
Abstract: This study deals with the chemical risk factors for nail technicians. After a 
brief reference to the nature of the profession and  the legislation on the safety of 
cosmetics, the toxicity of these factors(solvents, acetone, paraffin  the derivatives 
of combustion of paraffin, formaldehyde, phthalates, antiseptics) and morbidity 
resulting from them is documented  based on greek and international literature. 
Also  discusses the harmful effects produced by  the workplace particles and the 
role of ventilation. Afterwards presents   the work  practices the frequency of use of 
means of individual protection, the existence of symptoms  of professional 
morbidity and the effect of quality of provided education concerning the adoption of 
safe  labour  practices that decrease the repercussion of exposure  to chemical 
factors of venturousness. 
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HEALTH AND SAFETY AT NECROPSY 
 
P. Pavlidis, E. Sivridis, M. Orfanidis and T.C. Constantinidis 
 
Programm of Postgraduate Studies Health and Safety in Workplace. Organized by 
Medical School of Democritus University of Thrace (in cooperation with Departments of 
Public Health and Nursing A, Athens Technological Educational Institute). 
 
Abstract: The postmortem room is a source of potential hazards and risks to the 
necropsy personnel, hence there is a responsibility to minimise these dangers and 
to control the main hazards and risks associated with the necropsy of infected 
cadavers. Although recommendations that provide guidance to necropsy 
personnel on the safe performance of necropsies have been developed, it has 
proved difficult to control potential contamination. Pathogens may be acquired by 
inhalation (of aerosols), ingestion, direct inoculation, entry though pre-existing 
breaks in the skin, and through the mucous membranes of the eyes, nose, and 
mouth. The principal biological risks faced by mortuary workers are the infections 
caused by the blood borne hepatitides (HBV, HCV) and HIV, as they retain their 
infectivity after death. The acquisition of acquired infections by inhalation includes 
tuberculosis, meningitis and chicken pox. In this context, the high risk necropsy 

had, or is likely to have had, a serious infectious disease that can be transmitted to 
those present at the necropsy, thereby causing them serious illness and/or 

the necropsy procedure (pre-necropsy testing), on the basis of the available history 
and findings (alternatively should be considered as high risk necropsies). All 
necropsy procedures require adherence to standard precautions, that include the 
appropriate use of protective garments (a waterproof apron, a full length gown, a 
face mask, double gloving, eye protection via tight-fitting goggles or face shield, 
waterproof boots), the use of high-level (beware of their toxicity or other harmful 
properties that may convey) disinfectants (all surfaces and all reusable necropsy 
equipment should be thoroughly cleaned and disinfected), means to promote 
improved hand and skin hygiene, respiratory protection, various ergonomic (design 
and provision of a safe working environment ) and other safety interventions (good 
housekeeping included)  regarding the facilities of the working environment, 
procedures to decrease a potential contamination outside the mortuary/immediate 
working environment (door handles, etc) and the prevention of percutaneous 
injuries by mobilising safe sharps practices (properly trained necropsy personnel). 
All staff involved in the necropsy should get tested for tuberculosis, 
immunodeficiency diseases, open cuts, sores, wounds or dermatitis (ulcers), and 
should additionally be vaccinated against hepatitis B, tetanus, diphtheria, measles, 
rubella, mumps, chickenpox and influenza. 
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and T.C. Constantinidis 
 
Programm of Postgraduate Studies Health and Safety in Workplace. Organized by 
Medical School of Democritus University of Thrace (in cooperation with Departments of 
Public Health and Nursing A, Athens Technological Educational Institute), Laboratory of 
Hygiene and Environmental Protection, Medical School of Democritus University of 
Thrace, Alexandroupolis, Greece. 
 
Abstract: Tuberculosis, constitutes a threat for the public health, since 10 million 
cases of tuberculosis and 2 million deaths are observed worldwide every year. 
This is due to the large numbers of immigration from the developing to the 
developed countries and also due to the ease of transport through travels. 
Tuberculosis constitutes an occupational hazard for doctors and nurses since they 
are often exposed to active tuberculosis during their work. However, the lack of 
Occupational Physicians as well as the lack of protecting measures may pose this 
staff to even greater hazard and therefore, interventions in every organizational 
level are necessary in an effort to protect both the medical staff and the general 
public against tuberculosis, and of course try to eliminate the disease. 
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OCCUPATIONAL ACCIDENTS 
IN REPAIR AIRCRAFT INDUSTRY 
DURING THE DECADE 2000-2010 
 
A. Simitzis, V. Makropoulos and A. Xydea - Kikemeni  
 
Laboratory of Occupational and Industrial Hygiene, National School of Public Health, 
Athens, Greece. 
 
Abstract: Research of labor accident is conducted through studies written by the 
use of questionnaires as well as by the use of preexistent data gathered by major 
enterprises. This present research combines both ways of study. Major repairing 
aircrafts industry gathered data by using questionnaires made by its own,  in order 
to be able to investigate labor accident within its personnel. These data in a earlier 
phase would be announced to Social Security Foundation. This study found these 
records and conducted its own research about labor accident during the decade 
between 2000-2010. This research turn down to prove that people manifested 
greater frequency in accidents are those who have few years of previous 
employment. Yet big percentages in accidents happen to aircrafts engineers, to 
sheetmetal shop worker and brushers. Most accidents in clarity happen within the 
area of the enterprise where there first aids are granted (within the infirmary of the 
facilities). Finally most particular reason causing accidents seems to be collision to 
firm objects and bump to or from moving objects. Labor accident value is known to 
reflect either to enter
study comes to conclusions that not only expand knowledge to security and 
hygiene issues during labor but place new rules, renew older boundaries and 
follows modern needs and demands as well. Research studies of labor accident as 
many as piled do not stop assumed as of vital importance due to fact that 
knowledge needs relative to labor accident constantly renewed and updated. 
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MEDICINE AT THE SERVICE OF WORK 
THE CURRENT AFFAIRS  
OF IVAN ILLICH MEDICAL NEMESIS  
 
M.K. Konstantinidou 
 
Laboratory of History of Medicine, Medical School, Democritus University of Thrace, 
Greece. 
 
Abstract: There has been 35 years since the publication of Medical Nemesis  by 
Ivan Illich (1976, Random House, Inc. Greek edition 2010, , Thessalonica, 
translated by B. Tomanas). The book is worldwide known for the use of the term 

iatrogenesis , although the British nurse Florence Nigthingale (1820-1919) first 

against the doctors and the way they are practicing medicine, as their main goal is 
the profits and the establishment of their power over the people. So they are 
exploiting the patients and the state, by forcing them to spend more and more 
about medical care and prevention. This is burdening catastrophically the poor 
countries or the less strong economies, as the Greek one. More than that, the 
people are losing their independence and also the benefits of nature and their 
cultural identity by the invention of the industrial production. So the problem is 
becoming political. Therefore the people should react and retake the responsibility 
of their health and the right to make choices by themselves about the way of been 
cured. 
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